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Three-tier murity In place

for countin

Process To Take [ #%

Place Under
CCTV Vigil

Times News NeTwork

Lucknow: The counting of
votesfor Lok Sabhaelections
willbeginat 8am on Tuesday.
In UP, counting will take pla-
ce for 80 LS seats and four as-
sembly bypoll seats at 81
centres in 75 districts. Postal
ballot votes will also be coun-
ted on the same day.

A total of 851 candidates,
including 771 men and 80 wo-
men, are in the fray in Uttar
Pradesh. The highest num-
ber of 28 candidates are in
Ghosi Lok Sabha constituen-
cy and the lowest (4) are in
Kaiserganj.

UP chief electoral officer
Navdeep Rinwa said, “Coun-
ting of votes will be conduc-
ted at two centres each in Ag-
ra, Meerut, Azamgarh, Deo-
ria, Sitapur, and Kushinagar
districts, while counting of
votes for eight Lok Sabha
constituencies will be done
in three districts, for 37 Lok
Sabha constituencies in two
districts, while for 35 Lok
Sabha constituencies in one

[

THE ACTION BEGINS Hi

Sanjay Gupta

A security personnel stands guard at a

counting venue at Pahadiya Mandi in Varanasi on Sunday

district.” Due to additional
polling stations (1,127) in

Sahibabad Assembly co ti-
tuency in Ghaziabad Lok
Sabha constituency, the co-.

unting of votes will be comp-
leted in maximum 4lrounds.

“Adequate number of
central paramilitary forces
havebeen deployed to ensure
smooth vote counting. There
will be three-tier security at

the counting centres — in-
cluding local, state.ﬂ

CAPF policeforces,” he
Postal ballot coun
will take place at the
ting centre of the RO
quarters district. Votes

be counted assembly consti-
tuency-wise. EC has deploy-
ed179observers for counting
of votes: 15 observers in one
assembly constituency each,
104 observers in 2 assembly
constituencies each, and 60
in 3 assembly constituencies
each.

Counting of votes for 80
Lok Sabha constituencies
will be conducted by 80 Re-
turning Officers and 1581 As-
sistant Returning Officers.

~ Counting of votes for
Dadraul, Lucknow East, Ga-
 insari,and Duddhiassembly
~ byelections will be conduc-
- ted by four Returning Offi-

g in UP tomorrow
-

cers and 26 Assistant Retur-
ning Officers. All counting
and sealing proceedings will
be conducted under CCTV
surveillance.

A blackboard/whitebo-
ard will be arranged at each
countinghall, and the names
of the candidates and round-
wise results will be written
so that all the counting
agents can seethem.

A public address system
has also been arranged in
each assembly constituency
and Lok Sabha constituency.

Candidates can appoint a
personabovel8asacounting
agent.

Union and state mini-
sters, MPs, MLAs, mayors,
and presidents of municipal
council/nagar  panchayat
are prohibited from being
appointed as  counting
agents. Thereisalsoabanon
appointing persons recei-
ving security from the cen-
tral/state govts as counting
agents.

However, there is no rest-
riction on appointing gram
pradhan, sarpanch, pancha-
yat members, councillors,
residents of the constituen-
Ccy, as counting agents. Non-
resident Indians can also be
appointed as counting
agents.
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Counting to begin at 8 am at 81 centres in U.P. tOmOIToW
l

Three-tier security
arrangements putin
place, says state CEO
Navdeep Rinwa
T —
[reee———r

wokkow: The couning of
Votes for the Lok Sabha 20243l
starton June msoom.m

State chief electoral
officer Navdeep Rinwa 1
TRANSGENDER

three-tier security arrange-

ments.
Votes will be counted at two
cnes each i Ag, Meeru.
aamgarh, Deor Siapur and
mlmg:r dﬂlﬂm votes.
of 8 Lok Sabha constituencies

of 37 constituencies in two dis-  on June2, DXEPARGUPTANUSTAN TES)
35 constituenclesin
three assembly constituencies _He saidadequate central par- _ tion Commission of India has

strict.
State chief electoral officer y Sabha absolute
(CEO) Navdeep Rinwa shared _ Counting of votes for 80 Lok _ deployed to ensure smooth _ counting posta)balots allLs terms morethan s fakh
The! Sats, For cmmllm(pn‘ bal-  additional voters exercised
o e om Suday. Postal il e conducted by SO return-  Of thelr election agent shall  lots,posial ballototes received thei franchise this time
Vallos, he said: would be Ing officers and 1581 assistant  apply i Ofthem

(RO) headquarters. had Three  and scanning of electronically  127lakh female voters

“Votes will b efo
iy consencvie At election offiers (o malke ade of ounting received from servicevoters il voters.
the resultof the Lok Sabbacon  quate
stituency ‘will be declared by i 'AM ‘scanning, ETPBS vote$ transgender vOters was
‘adding the results of theassem-  lets for the candidates. their tables. Fof
bly included in 0ts. abw\ 18 as Mﬂm\lng!pre'tﬂlmmg of 2-vis 446%i 2019, there
the Lok Sabha constituency. Due  other employees. There is a han on appointing  ETPES, §71 ‘tables will be set up beingan increase of 176%
to the larger lequ lical kits and postal ballot votes will be thistime state chief
stations (1,127) in Sahibabad counted on 794 tables,” he.ﬂkt ‘electoral officer
assembly  constituencies  available at the counting venue  ments, MPs. MLAs, m-ynr ‘He sald a three-tier socurity sys- Rinwa said.
Ioskided in Ghaziabad Lok for protection against heat chairpersonof municipalcoun-  tem had been inplemmud () “The total number of
Sabha constituency, the count-  waves. lmwﬂlws have Ilil! cil/nagat
ingolsicsilbcimpiein been hen to make arungc agents Thre [ & ban on
ingalvoieswilbecomplted - B e nesiingpa _ appoining persons provided At radis of (@ metres rom  andthatefienie iy
added. e e iatcs, el sacarity by the centralstate gov _ the courting vee where the by around Oiakhwhereas
The CEO said the Election agents, counting personnel ernments as counting agents, regional police force will b the number
Commission of India had other employees.” he said. “There is no ban on appointing  depl loyed. The 2nd level of pro- transgender voters dipped.
i ‘pradhan, sarpanch, pan- e iomwill be atthe gateof the by TH7 compared to
Votes. As many as 15 observers  the fray bha polls  chay ouncllmen- previouselecion cycle He
‘have dhmwm 2024 in the state. Maximum 28 ‘bers etc as counting agents who w‘tc force will be deployed. ‘said that total voter
104 ok

whichwill  wass682%. e

each and 60 be
observers have been allotted  constituency. the Elec- e
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All set for counting of votes in UP

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M LUCKNOW
The stage is set for the June

4 counting of votes polled
in the Lok Sabha elections in
Uttar Pradesh, with authorities
deploying 179 observers, 80
returning officers, and making
multi-layer security arrange-
ments at 81 centres set up
across the state.

Uttar Pradesh Chief Electoral
Officer Navdeep Rinwa said
here on Sunday that the
counting of votes for Lok
Sabha general election-2024
would commence from 8 am
on June 4 in 81 counting cen-
tres in 75 districts of the state.
The counting and sealing pro-
ceedings will be conducted
under CCTV surveillance.
Counting of votes will take
place at two centres each in
Agra, Meerut, Azamgarh,
Deoria, Sitapur, Kushinagar
districts. Counting of votes of
eight Lok Sabha constituencies
will take place in three dis-
tricts, counting of votes of 37
Lok Sabha constituencies will
take place in two districts
and counting of votes of 35
Lok Sabha constituencies will
take place in one district.
The CEO said that the count-
ing of postal ballots will take
place at the counting venue of
returning officer/district
headquarters of the district.

The voltes will be counted
assembly constituency, wise.
Thereafter, the result of the
Lok Sabha constituency will
be declared by adding up the
results of the assembly con-
stituencies.

The counting -of -vetes in
Ghaziabad Lok Sameﬁa-
stituency and Sahibabad
assembly constituency will be

completed within 41 s
and they have a maximum
number of 1,127 p.
booths.

According to Navdeep Rm‘a,
the Election Commission of
India has deployed 179
observers for counting of
votes. Fifteen observers
deployed in one assembly
constituency, 104 observers
will be deployed in two assem-
bly constituencies and 60 in
three assembly constituen-
cies. ]
The counting of votes in 80
Lok Sabha constituencies will
be supervised by 80 returni
ofﬁce!;s and 1,y581 assi:l;:%
returning officers. Counting
of votes in assembly s
where bypoll was held will be
supervised by the returning
officer and assistant returnij
officer under the wm
eyes of the CCTV. =

A total of 851 candidates are
in the fray in the Lok Sabha
general elections 2024, out of

which 771 are men and 80 are
women. Maximum 28 candi-
dates are in Ghosi Lok Sabha
constituency and least four
candidates are in Kaiserganj
Lok Sabha constituency.
Adequate deployment of cen-
tral paramilitary forces has
alsmgeen done to ensure safe
counting of votes.
The CEO said for appoint-
ment as polling agent, the can-
idate or his election agent has
to apply to the returning offi-
cer on Form-18 three days
before the date of commence-
ment of counting of votes.
There is no prescribed quali-
fication for appointing a
counting agent. Candidates
above 18 years of age can be
made counting agents.The
Election Commission of India
has prohibited the appoint-
ment of members of the coun-
cil of ministers, MPs, MLAs,
mayor, chairperson of munic-
ipal council/nagar panchayat
as counting agents. There is a
ban on appointing persons
protected by the central/state
government as counting
agents
However, there is no restric-
tion on appointing village
heads, sarpanch, panchayat
members, councillors etc. as
counting agents, who are res-
idents of the constituency.
Non-resident Indians (NRIs)

can also be made counting
agents.

For securit{l at the counting
centres, a three-tier security
system has been put in place
to protect the counting venue.
The first level of security will
be at a radius of 100 metres
from the counting site, where
the state police force will be
deployed. The second level of
security will be at the gate of
the counting venue, where
the state police force will be
deployed. The third level of
security will be for the count-
ing hall which will be under
the supervision of the Central
Armeg Police Forces (CAPFs).
The chief electoral officer said
district election officers had
been instructed to lay special
emphasis on the Xos and
don'ts for counting personnel
in view of the heatwave con-
ditions. The counting per-
sonnel should use light cotton
clothes and wear a cap, or
carry an umbrella or cotton
towel or any other cloth to
cover the head, he advised.
They should keep a water bot-
tle, drink lemonade or ORS to
keep themselves hydrated, he
said.Instructions have also been
given to ensure fans, coolers
and sitting arrangements for
candidates, their agents, count-
ing personnel and other
employees.

.
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Women Voter
Turnout More
Than Men

TiMes News NeTwork

Lucknow: Uttar Pradesh re-
corded 56.92% voting in the
total seven phases of 2024
Lok Sabha elections which
culminated on Saturday. Ho-
wever, the voter turnout was
2.19% less in comparison to
the 2019 turnout which was
59.11 %.

Out of the 15,41,08,670
electorates in the state,
8,77,23,028 exercised their
right to adult franchise in-
cluding 4,64,84,215 men and

TRACKING
polling boo

TURNOUT People standng in queue outside a
h before casting their vote in Varanasi on June 1

il
2019(58.73%). Simi-
as for women as
registered a de-

to that
la trell

well, wi

and for men, it was more
than 2.04 lakh.Like the 2024
Ppolls, the 2019 elections were

4,12,38,003 women. cline of % this year as alsoheld inseven phases.
UP chief electoral officer compw 59.97% in 2019. In the first phase in 2024
(CEO) Navdeep Rinwa said, Polling percentage of  onApril19, Uttar Pradesh re-

“The total polling percenta-

persons of third gender

corded a voter turnout of

ge for the state was 56.92%. was 12.22 compared to  61.11%, followed by 55.19% in
However, women voter tur-  4.469% in the Lok Sabha  2nd phase (Apr26),57.55% in
nout was more thanmen. In ~ elections, ! 3rd phase (May 7), 58.22% in
fact, the third gender, too, In this election, 810 per- 4th phase (May 13), 58.02% in
saw asignificant increasein  sons of the gendercast  5thphase (May 20),54.04% in
voter participation.” their votes estate, com- 6th phase (May 25) and

The Women voter turno-  pared to 347 55.85% in the last and 7th

ut was 57.24% in comparison The officials also high- phaseonJunel.
to 56.65% men. The polling lighted that the number of Votes will be counted on
percentage for men also saw  women who inthisLok June 4 for the 80 parliamen-

a drop by 2.08% in the 2024
Lok Sabha pollsas compared

Sabha e| s was 12.97
lakh more *tof 2019,

tary constituencies in Uttar
Pradesh.




ALLEYES ON TOMORROW

All set for counting: 81 centres, multi-layer secyrit

been set up each in Agra, Meerut,

ENS&PTI Deoria, Sitapur and
LUCKNOW, JUNE 2 Kushinagar districts.
| o e - e The Sahibabad Assembly
THE STAGE is set for the June4  segment in the Ghaziabad Lok
i i Sabha i y hashada
Lok jes of Uttar of 1,127 polling sta-
Pradesh, with. iti tions, and the i votes
ing 179 observers, 80 Returning ~ polled there be completed in
Officers, i i-lay i 41 rounds, he said.
securityarrangements at 81 cen- Votes will counted for
tres set up across the state. Assembly bypolls in Lucknow
Uttar Pradesh Chief Electoral  East, Dadraul (in Shahjahanpur).

Officer (CEO) Navdeep Rinwa
said the counting will start at
8.00 am on Tuesday. The count-
ingand sealing proceedings will
be conducted under CCTV
surveillance.

Atotal of 851 candi-
dates—771 menand 80
women — were in the
fray in the elections in
Uttar Pradesh, with the

Gainsari (in Balrampur) and

Duddhi (ST-reserved) Assembly
seatin Sonbhadra district.

The counting of votes for

Assembly bypolls will be

conducted by four

Returning Officers and

26 Assistant Returning

Officers.All countingand

sealing proceedings will

be conducted under

maximum 28 in the |DECISION| CCTVsurveillance.
Ghosi Lok Sabha con- 2024 Athree-tier security
stituency and the mini- system, complete with
mum fourin Kaisergan;. paramilitary forces, has
Atotal of 1 have th

been deployed. There are 80
Returning Officers and 1581
Assistant Returning Officers for
the counting process.

Fifteen of the observers have
been allotted one assembly con-
stituency each, 104 have been
giventhe responsibility of twoas-
sembly constituencies each and
the rest 60 have been allotted
three Assembly. each.

Two counting centres have

conduct of counting. The first
layer of security will be at a ra-
dius of 100 metres from the
counting venue, where the local
police force will be deployed. The
second layer will be at the gate of
the counting venue, where the
state police force will be de-
ployed. The third layer will be for
the counting hall which will be
under the supervisionpf Central
Armed Police Forces.

T

Polling officials submit EVMs in Varanasi, after the last phase: of elections, Saturday. P17
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How to be he
safe? EC lists d
don ts for cq“tmg day

A .

e arrangements for ade-

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE ORS (oral rehydration so-
LUCKNOW, JUNE 2 tion) sachets and medical kits
= = the countingcenters. Medical
WITH THE death of as many as will also be deployed to
33 people during poll duty re- qulmmedlate medical atten-

portedly from heatstroke during the counting officials,” the
the last phase of the Lok Sabha id.
election in Uttar Pradesh, the
Election Commission (EC) on 3
Sundayissuedaset of guidelines
of “dos and don'ts” that need to ;,'
followed by the counting offi- = ¢ their agents, counting
cials amid the intense heatwave onnel as well as other em-
sweeping the state. 0
The EC hasalsolaid emphasis 4,
on special arrangements that
would be made at the countmg
centres for poll personnel. S
Uttar Pradesh Chief Electoral hey mduded Home Guards,
Officer (CEO) Navdeep Rinwa nitation workers, and others.
said District Election Officers ‘Whil
have beeninstructed togive spe-  di other phases has not yet
cial emphasis on the heat advi- mpiled, the majority of
sory so that counting personnel have been reported in
do not face problems.
“Counting officials have been
advised to wear light cotton
cloths and cover their heads with
a cotton towel or cap.
Instructions have been given to
the District Election Officers to,,_ CEO, -
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Amid heét%%ave;‘EC’s dos
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and don’ts for counting day
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523 0N Instructions have been given to
EXPRESSNEWS the District Election Officers to
LUCKNOW,JUNE2 | | . makearrangements foradequate

i —  ORS (oral rehydration solution)

The Election Commissi sachets and medical kits at the
onSunday issued a setof guide-  counting centers. Medical teams
lines of “dos and don'ts” that  will also be deployed to give im-
need to followed by the count- mediate medical attention tothe
ing officials amid se countingofficials,” the CEO said.
heatwave sweeping the stat Meanwhile, instructions have

The poll panel hasalso! also been sent to make arrange-
phasis on special arrang ments for fans, coolers and mist
thatwould be made atthe fans at the seating areas of can-
ing centres for poll pers didates, their agents, counting

Uttar Pradesh ChiefElex personnel as well as other em-
Officer (CEO) Navdeep ployees during counting.
o District Elc 2.19 percentage point
cial emphasis on the dl'op in voter turnout
sory so that counting The EC Sunday said the voter
do not face problems. turnout after seven phases of

“Countingofficialshavebeen  polling in Uttar Pradesh was
advised to wear li n  56.09 per cent,adropof 2.19 per-
cloths and cover their| centage points from the 2019
a cotton towel or cap. tumoutof59.11 percen
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2.19%-pt drop in tumo

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, JUNE 2

THE ELECTION Commission (EC)
on Sunday said the voter turnout
after seven phases of polling in
UPwas 56.09 per cent, adrop of
2.19 percentage points from the
2019 Lok Sabha election turnout
0f 59.11 per cent.

UP Chief Electoral Officer

Navdeep Rinwa lhmn this

election, percentage
dropped by percent-
age points voters
(56.65%), while' among
female vommm f 273

memtwasrrmmamlaldt

Ol' € among women

However, the turnout figures
amongthe third gender sawama-
jorjumpascompared t02019. “In
this election,about 12.33 per cent
of people under the third gender
category cast their vote — record-
ingajumpofalmost 7.76 percent-
age points from the 2019 figure of
446 per cent. This atatime when
the number of third gender sawa
decrease of about 1,100 voters as
compared to2019,” Rinwaadded.
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EC action in 14 poll code
violation cases: 5 notices
sent to BJP, 4 to Congress

DAMINI NATH
bt MODEL CODE VIOLATIONS
THEELECTION Commissiontook 14 Jilions
action in 14 Model Code of ToTALCASES | 17"
Conduct violation related com- 13 Notices
phmts recewed during the 18th >
leadingto 13 1D
nouces. six censures and three
temporary campaigning bans. Censures Bans - Advisories
Thetwo-and-a-half-month- | - CASES TAKEN UP BY DIRECTLY BY THE EC
long campaign for the crucial
elections, held in seven-phase, Dateof  |Leader/party Dateof | Action
ended on June 30. ¢ notice ECaction
mmﬂi;g mE“(?ﬂGS a_': gf'; Mar27 | Dilip Ghosh (BJP) April1 | Censure
avall on ECs websi s
ol panel ok up 14 MCC mat- Mar27 |Supriya Shrinate (INC) Aprill | Censure
ters directly Apr3 NCh. (TDP) | May6 Censure
13 of them. In one case, the EC is- Apr5 Atishi (AAP)* = =
and Telangana minister Konda Qo7 [¥Sjegmn Mom" @w Myl
Surekha on April 26 directly, Apr9  |RandeepSingh Surjewala (INC) | April 16 | 48 hour ban
without issuing notice, based on No notice| Konda Surekha (INC) April26 | Censure
acomplaint by the BRS. The EC 16 |KChandrashekar Rao (BRS 1| 48hourban
found that Surekhahad violated | 22 Lt A L
the MCC| Apr25 ) May22 | Directions
ing personal attacks and unveri- Apr25 _|JPNadda (BJP) May22 | Directions
ftda“*gaﬁomthﬂi'ﬁcmSPd May 10 | Humayun Kabis (TMC) May18 | Censure,
\ leader
e amRRIOONER: | oy 17 | AbhiicGangopaciyay (F) | May21 | 24hourban
Out of the 14 matters, five May18 |Sukanta Majumdar (BJP)* = =
pertained toviolations by the BJP May 18 ji (BJP) - -
leaders, four were against £ in 4MCC =
Congress leaders and one each e 3 P censuresfor6
was against the TDP, the AAP, the oD el TG .
YSRCP.the BRS and the TMC.Of | v .N;myd
the 14,the ECis yet tomake pi =
licif it has taken any action in
three cases—onenoticetoDelhi  President Droupad and BJP from Mandi
minister AtishionApril5andtwo  not invited to the Ram Temple ~ Kangana Ranaut, respectively.
notices to BJP West Bengal chief ~ consecration because of her Another BJP candidate, former
SukantaMajumdaronMay 18.  Scheduled Tribe background. Calcutta HC judge Abhijit Gango-
These 14 cases were either After receiving replies from  padhyay was handed a 24-hour
taken updirectly bythe ECores-  the two party presidents, the EC  campaign ban for his remarks on

calated by state Chief Electoral
Officers, but do not include the

issued detailed directions to
them on May 22, reiterating the

Mamata that the EC found “im-
proper” and violative of MCC.

notices issued by CEOs. provisions of the MCC. Whileis-  Former Tehr@ana ™ KCIund
InaﬁlSY.lheECImShme is-  suingthenotices,the EChadsaid  rasekhar

sued noti itwould i ban for his remarks against the

(ortheal]egendtwolanons of  on a case-to-case basis, but ﬂu‘s Congress that were found to be

their party's star ¢ did not i i i

instead of sending them directly
tothe leaders. On April 25, the EC
. had issued notices m BJP presi-

responsibility of fullawm,g (he
MCC.Till Sunday evening, the EC
had mnssuedanydlm notices

Ina few cases, like the one of
Ghosh, Shrinate and Gangopa-
dhyay, the ECacted wmun Ihree

dentj P Nadda ove:
against PM Namnrh Modi, and
to Congress chief Mallikarjun
Kharge in connection with the
complaints against him and
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi.
‘The notice to Nadda was over
complainls from  three
position parties against Modi
for alleging that the Congress
would hand over the nation’s

o Modi and Rahul.
The leaders censured were
BJP leader and candidate from
West Bengal Dilip Ghosh;
Congress leadars Surekha and
Supriya chief YS
Jagan Mohan Reddy TDP chief
N Chandrababu Naidu; and TMC
leader Humayun Kabir.
Congress leader Randeep
Surjewala was issued a 48-hour
igning for a re-

wealth to “i and  ban from ¢

“those who have more children”.  mark about BJP Mathura candi-
Kharge was issued anoticeona  date Hema Malini which the EC
BJPcomplaintagainstGandhifor  found “vulgar”.

alleging that the PM wanted
“one Janguage and one religion
in the country” and one against
the Kharge himself for saying

The action
against Ghosh and Shrinate, too,
were due to their remarks agai-
nst women leaders — West
Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee

daysof
directions to Kharge and Nadda.
ontheother hand, wereissued af-
ter over 20 days of receiving the
ccomplaints in the matters.

‘While announcing the elec-
tions schedule on March 16, CEC
Rajiv Kumar had said the EC
would “adopt a calibrated ap-
proach” towards MCC violations,
where repeat offenders “would
face strict action”. The EC had
said in a statement on May 14
that 425 major complaints had
been filed by parties with the
poll panel and state CEOs. Action
had been taken or the matter
disposed of in 400 of those cases,
the EC said.
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NEW DELHI: Delegations from
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
and the INDIA bloc approached
the Election Commission (EC) on
Sunday, a day after polling for all
543 Lok Sabha seats concluded,
and urged the poll panel to
ensure that all guidelines are fol-
lowed on the counting day to
safeguard the electoral process.

The ruling party asked EC to
ensure that every polling official
is “fully conversant” with the
poll body’s counting protocol, as
italso alleged that Congress and
“certain motivated civil society
groups” were trying “to under-
mine the integrity of the ongoing
electoral process”.

In its appeal, the Opposition
bloc urged the panel to ensure
that on June 4, the postal ballots
are counted and their results
declared before announcing the
count of votes casted through
EVMs. It stressed that EC should
ensure that the norms related to
the counting process are imple-
mented.

BJP's appeal

The BJP delegation, comprising
Union ministers Nirmala Sithara-
man and Piyush Goyal, submitted
amemorandum to EC, saying that
the Opposition, along with certain
civil society groups were resorting
to “a series of unfounded claims
aimed at discrediting the election
process”. The BJP said that a pat-
tern has emerged where the Oppo-
sition first targets institutions, then
the election process, and “if court
verdicts do not favor them, target
the judicial verdicts.”

“We had to call upon the Election
Commission in light of the repeated
attempts by a section of political
parties, like the Congress and their
INDI alliance partners, and also by
certain motivated civil society
groups and NGOs who are trying
their level best to undermine the
integrity of India’s electoral proc-
ess,” Goyal said after the meet.

He added: “We have requested
EC to ensure that every official
engaged in the counting processis
fully conversant with the minutest
details of the prescribed process

o U3 J0N y

Polling officials arrives to subm
Lok Sabha elections, in Patna on

pproach

SANTOSH KUMAR/ HT PHOTO

Share details
against Shah:

NEW DELHI: The Election
Commission (EC) on S

sought factual information
from Congress leader Jairam  H
Ramesh after he alleged that i 4
Union home minister ‘heh:
Shah called up 150 district ~ This is blatant and brazen
magistrates and collectors mida showing how

ahead of the June 4 counting,  de ethe BIPis..."

ofvmforthelnkSabhaele&l 1 g to the post, EC

tions. said the process of counting
In a letter to Ramesh, the

poll panel has asked him to every returning officer
share details regarding his mbllc statements
claim by 7pm on Sunday. HT | nd to put an element of
couldnotascertainifRamesh  doubtand thus, deserves to.
had submitted a response to ‘ﬁﬂ.'

Iressed in larger public
the EC by Sunday evening, } -
. & ) il

W. HTC

included senior Congress leaders
Abhishek Singhvi and Salman
Khurshid, CPI(M) general secre-
tary Sitaram Yechury, CPI general
secretary D Raja, DMK's TR Baalu,
and SP's Ram Gopal Yadav.

“This is the third multi-party
delegation visiting the EC during
this process.... We spent time with
the EC on two-three major issues.
Most important was counting the
postal ballots and declaring the
results first. This is a very clearly
stated statutory rule, which specif-
ically says that you should take up
the postal ballots first,” Singhvi
said. Another letter, signed by 13
Opposition leaders, including Con-
gress president Mallikarjun
Kharge and Nationalist Congress
Party (SP) president Sharad
Pawar, said although political par-
ties have put in a lot of effort to
train their counting agents, the

and engage diligently with all EC
protocols.” & ideling
~ EClcaninno
Opposition’s application
In a memorandum, the INDIA
bloc delegation asked the poll
panel to ensure that the results of
ballots were declared before
the final round of counting of EVM
votes, adding that there was a
guideline to this effect, butit was |

F

ords
fements abo

W on 18, 2019. ¥

rules established under law...
some District Collectors
Cl

counting officials often fail to fully

understand all aspects of the

counting process.

“This mismatch can be chal-

“lenging for the counting agents,
particularly when counting offi-
cials ask for written ECI orders/

. guidelines for every request being

t  made.Onthe dayof counting, it is
dl ballots in the  impractical for counting
tions from the . carry multiple ECI manuals and
itsaid.« -~ * “= eirculars to all the counting
delegation  tables." it said. "

agentsto
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After Jairam alleged!:—“ - ECs press meet on

Shah called DMs, EC
says furms'h details

‘No Official Has
Reported Any

Intimidation Bid’
BhartiJain@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: In a firm counter,
Election Commission on Sun-
day asked Congress neta Jai-
ram Ramesh to back up his
charge that Amit Shah had
been calling up and “intimi-
dating” district magistrates
(DMs), who are also returning
officers (ROs), ahead of count-
ing, and sought details of the
DMs contacted by the home
minister as well as the factual
basis of his “information”.

In a letter to Ramesh, EC
noted that “the process of
counting of votes is a sacred
duty cast upon every RO and
such public statements by a se-
nior; responsible and experi-
enced leader tend to putan ele-
ment of doubt and deserves to
be addressed in larger public
interest”. While underlining
that no DM had reported any
such attempt at undue influen-
ce, EC sought details and info=-
mation from Ramesh that “te
believes tobetrue”.

. »Continued fromP 1

ignificantly EC has
scheduled a press con-
| ference on Monday
i whereit islikely to speak on
- several issues, includingthe
“pattern” of doubts being
 raised on well-established

~ Ramesh had, inaposton
/i Xon Saturday, claimed that

“the outgoing home minis-
{terhﬁbeencaﬂingupDMs/
 collectors and had spoken to
150 DMs thus far”. “This is
blatant and brazen intimi-
(dation, showing how des-

rate the BJP is. Let it be

ry clear: the will of the

o

“You, being a responsi

experienced and senior i people shall prevail, and on
of a national party, must { E Juned, Modi, Shah, and BJP
made such public willexit, and the INDIA Jan-
Jjustbefore the day of coun s dhan will be victorious.
based on facts/infor - Officers should not get un-
you believe to be true. It is ,g;r any pressure and must
quested that details of 150 ) | the Constitution.
to whom such calls have been : They are under watch,” he
allegedly made by the hor had L
ministeralongwith thefnm 4 During the period of en-
matrix/basis of your informa- * s i -
tion are shared by 1900 hours

today.. ie June 2, so that appro-

priateaction can be taken,” EC

said in its letter to the Con-
gress general secretary in
charge of communications,

» Address issues,P10

election issues today

forcement of model code of
conduct, all officers are
deemed to be on deputation
tothe ECand reportdirectly
toit.

EC has been proactive
through this election in ei-
ther rebutting uncorrobo-
rated allegations — as it did
inthe caseof Congress pres-
ident Mallikarjun Kharge'’s
charge that there was mis-
management and delay in
release of EVM data, even
terming it a biased and de-
liberate attempt at spread-
ingconfusion.

“EC cannot be a mute
spectator to ‘shoot and
scoot’ attacks by politicians,
especially when they tend to
create confusion in the
minds of voters about elec-
toral processes or create a
false narrative. People tend

to believe senior leaders,
who should be sible
and desist from making un-

verified claims and at-
tacks,” an EC functionary
said.




Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: ABJP delegation
led by finance minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman on Sunday
called on the Election Com-
mission and urged it take
measures to ensure smooth
countingof votes on Tuesday
and also take action against
those involved in “systematic
attempts” ta undermine the
electoral process.

The party reached the poll
panel on the day in which
Congress leader Jairam Ra-
meshwasasked toexplain his
allegation that home minis-
ter Amit Shah had spoken to
over 150 district magistrates
ahead of the counting. The
party also expressed concern
about reports of violence in
West Bengal where BJP lead-
ers have demanded extra vig-
ilduring counting.

» Democratic instts, P 10

‘Oppn efforts
attack
democr:Hc
institutions’

»Continued fromP 1

a delegation of BJP
met with the Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner to

urge them to take some impor-
tant steps. We have requested the
EC that every officialengagedin '

the counting process befully con-
versant with theminutestdetails
of the prescribed process and en-
gage diligently with all EC proto-

the countingand announcement
of results; take cognisance of
systematic attempts to under-
mine the electoral process and
take stringent action against
ter Piyush Goyal said.

“We wish to draw your ur-
gentattention tothegraveand co-
ordinated attempts by opposi-
tion parties, led by the Indian Na-
tional Congress (INC), and cer-
tain motivated civil society
groups tounderminethe integri-
ty of the ongoing electoral proc-
ess. These efforts directly attack
our democratic institutions and
pose significant risks to public
order and trust in the electoral

,” BJP said in its request
tothe EC. “They have consistent-
ly criticised the media and the

muvwaxeannedatlowermgim
age of PM internationally and
painting a picture of victim-
hood,” it said.
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EC seeks factual information
from Ramesh on his remark

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B

NEW DELHI
vThe Election Commission

(EC) sought factual infor-
mation from Congress leader

Jairam Ramesh on Sunday on

his claim that Home Minister

* Amit Shah has c%g‘ed up 150
district magistrates ang col-

lectors ahead of the June 4
! counting of votes for the Lok
-Sabha polls.

In a letter to Ramesh, the poll
~panel has asked him to share
“details regarding his claim by
7 pm on Sunday.

The EC has referred to his post
on X on June 1, in which the

Congress general secretary had

alleged that "the outgoing

Home Minister has been call-

ing up DMs/Collectors. So far,

He has spoken to 150 of them.

This is blatant and brazen

intimidation, showing how
_desperate the BJP iSuk”

The process of counting votes

asacred dutfy cast upon every
eturning officer and such
public statements "tend to put
an element of doubt and thus,
deserves to be addressed in

-
- R

1. o g

ne

in

; i W
larger public interest’, the EC
has told Ramesh.
It has also the Congress

leader that the Model

have been allegedly made by
the Home Minister along with
the factual matrix/basis of
your information are shared by

Code of ctis in force, all
officers are under the deemed
deputation of the commission
and they resqrt directly to the
poll watchdog for any direc-
tions. {w

7 pm today -- June 2, 2024, s
that appropriate action can be
taken," it has told the Congress
leader.
It has said that being a respon-
sible, experienced and very
senior leader of a national
, Ramesh must have made
such a public statement ahead
of the counting day on the
basis of facts or information he
believes to be true. :

"It is ed that details of
150 DMs to whom such calls

(Y
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Tight security arrangements
for counting of votes

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M VARANASI

fter the completion of vot-

ing, the EVMs have been
kept under tight security
arrangements at Pahadia
Mandi where the counting of
votes will be held on June4. To
avoid any untoward incident,
three-tier security cordon had
been created for EVMs kept at
strong room. The personnel of
central armed police forces
have been deployed to keep a

watch on the inner security
where after completion of
polling, the EVMs were
deposited till midnight hours
on Saturday and then kept in
the strong room. the
inner security, Provincial
Armed Constabulary (PAC)
and armed personnel have
been deployed in the second
cordon, followed by the outer
one where more than 50 police-
men have been deployed.

the duty of security personnel
has been changed after every
eight hours shift. To keep a
watch on the security, three
deputy SP ranked officers have
been put on duty for eight
hours each to ‘monitor the

security personnel. Besides,

strong room is being moni-
tored with the help of CCTV
cameras. According to
Commissioner of Police (CP)
Mohit Agrawal, the police per-

To maintain proper security, sonnel deployed to monitor the

strong room have been
instructed to remain alert and
keep extra vigila and no one
should be allowed to go
towards the strong room.
Besides, the police personnel
have also been deployed out-
side to keep a watch on the sus-
Eicious persons and check the
eavy vehicles.

Apart from this, various parties
and candidates have also kept
their teams to keep watch on
strong rooms.

—————————————
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down govern
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e slowed
ance in U.P.

nshi 'tdos A flurry of activity was wit-
Sk Régl?uvanshl - state  nessed al?éad of the announce-
raghuvanshighindustantimes.com announcingany  ment of 2024 Lok Sabha elec.
LUCKNOW : The Uttar Pradesh  new pm imgrammes. con- tions.
government's pace of govern- cessio; 1 cial grants in The state government not
ance appears to have been any form t can influence only presented its annual bud-
affected a bitas it negotiated the  voters T%Trpf the party in - get for 2024-2025 for a record
Election Commission of India’s power, size of Rs 7.36 lakh crore in Feb-

model code of conduct that
came into force soon after the
announcement of schedule for
2024 Lok Sabha elections on
March 16.

If issuing of government
orders (GOs) is taken as the
Yyardstick to measure the speed

even if work orders have en
issued before the model code

came in
“Yes, #6 major policy deci-

sions are taken and no financial

ruary 2024, but it also organised
groundbreaking ceremony
(GBC)from February 19 to 21 to
implement investment propos-
als of over Rs 10 lakh crore,
The state government also
expedited the pace of work
before the announcement of

of work, the pace slowed down sanctions ued when the  polls early this year obviously to
to nearly half in the past two- ECI's my e of conduct  beat the model code of conduct
and-a-half-months of the 2024 comes into force. So, the gov- issuing 3,608 GOs between Jan-
polls. ernment vork comes to a halt and March 15, 2024,

The state government issued + i riod whichisover was the time when the
2,004 GOs between March 16 2.5 man /ear and obvi-  state government was getting
and May 31, 2024, against 4,044 ously some 1 ready for 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
GOs issued during the same found,” said tions, It had issued 3,431 GOs in
period in 2023, tary Alok the same period in 2023,

-

ey T T Y
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LUCKNOW: In a move to ensure a
smooth and secure counting
process of Lok Sabha elections
on June 4, the district adminis-

tration has ed a few

conditions for counting agents.

District magistrate Suryapal
Gangwar said, “Individuals suf-
fering from high blood pressure,
heart diseases, diabetes, and
other chronic ailments will not
be permitted to serve as count-
ing agents. This decision aims to
prevent health emergencies dur-
ing the stressful environment of
vote counting.”

Additionally, a directive has
been issued that no elected offi-
cials, including pradhans, corpo-
rators, Zila panchayat members,
mayors, and MLAs, will be
allowed to act as counting

var said, “No t’ﬁe would
 disrupt the count-
ing process; it would be totally

im; il. That's why corpora-
tors, gram pradhans, zila pan-
C% TS, Mayors, or

MLAs d not be allowed to
be ooun agents.”
the political par-

ues been instructed to pro-
tification proofs
fordl eir designated counting
agents. This requirement is
to enhance security
& of indi-
wolved in the counting
1) ﬂms avoiding any

i

potential disputes or issues on
the day of the count.

The DM said that these steps
were crucial for ensuring the
safety and integrity of the count-
ing process. By excluding indi-
viduals with serious health con-
ditions and elected officials, and
by verifying the identities of all o+
agents, the administration
aimed to create a controlled and
transparent environment.

“The district administration is
committed to upholding the fair-
ness and smooth operation of
the electoral process. Political
parties and their supporters are
urged to comply with the rules
on the counting day, which are
designed to safeguard the integ-
rity of the counting process,” the
DM added.

L o R o 09 JUN 204
ion lays down
“ umtmg agents
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32 seats decide

Brajendra K Parashar
bkparashar@hindustantimes com
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)
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3 y
set for the counting of votes of
the Lok Sabha elections on June

4, the outcomes in over 30 of the

80 Parliamentary seats in Uttar

Pradesh, where the winning

margins were slim. (ranging

from 0.1% to 10%) and razor-thin

in 10 of them in the 2019 polls,

are set to be intriguing.

Out of these 32 closely con-
tested seats, the Bharatiya Jan-
ata Party (BJP) secured victory
in 23 while Apna Dal (S), a BJP
ally, won one seat. The Samaj-
wadi Party and the Bahujan
Samayj Party that had an alliance
in 2019, won two and four seats,
respectively, under this slab.

‘The BJP may be particularly
concerned about these seats as
it aims to win a maximum num-
ber of seats from UP to achieve
the national (ﬁt of 400-plus
seats. But poli s&mkw
their fingers cros: June4,
the D-Day when the poll results
will finally end all the suspense.

An analysis.of the Election
Commission’s data of the 2019
LS polls reveals that in 2019,

T Ry ],

equal to 2%. Kaushambi, the battle was which he won in the 2022 Vid-
They ‘were Machhlishahr, between the BJP and the SP in m mﬁl" % m I" 2019 han Sabha polls.
Meerut, Muzaffarnagar, Kan- 2014 and 2019, with the BJP In the last election cycle, the
nauj, Chandauli, Bal-  coming ahead in both the elec- 2 LR, BIJP clinched Firozabad by a
lia, Badaun, and Saharanpur. tions. While in Basti, although i ok margin of 28,781 votes, when
Out of these, eight were won  the BJP was the winner in both > i Shivpal Yadav, who was then
by the BJP, and two by the BSP. elections, SP was the runner up | Maapyt ‘” 4817 o 039 estranged from the Yadav clan,
er‘r;ong th:ds PCs won by t:e in l2:1314 and it was BSP in 2019. e “3 053 contested independently against
‘with a slemder margin, the 2019, the saffron party won 9""‘” his nephew Akshya Yadav, gar-
SP was the runner up in four, the Machhlishahr seat in east- | Muzaffarnagar  BIP 4939 0.56 nering over 91,000 votes. He
the BSP in three,and the RLDin ~ ern UP by the lowest margin Kannauj . BIP 4935 1.08 dented the SP's prospects signif-
one. The SP, the BSP, and the  when its candidate BP Saroj Chandauli BIP 5 ‘.’ 02 128 icantly. This time, Shivpal is
RLD were in an alliance in the ~ defeated the BSP's Tribhuvan ul . , & - with the SP and has put in con-
election. In both the PCsthatthe  Ram by only 181 votes (0.02% | Sultanpur BIP v 145 siderable efforts to ensure the
BSP won by a thin margin, the lead margin). In the western | Ballia BJP 4736 157 victory of the same nephew who
BJP was the rum:er up. " region, thwa;:y won | [h; Badaun BIP w 17 lusl( in ZdDIS. ludrge:y dufj :3 Shiv-
tin athin margin of 3 pal's independent candidacy.
more PCs wasalso closeas their 4,729 votes and Muzaffarnagar | Saharanpur BSP an 182 Similarly, the BJP won Basti,
winning margin was between2 by 6,526 votes. Baghpat BIP 5029 225 Sant Kabir Nagar, Kaushambi,
and 5%. The BJP won all 6 of The BJP's Subrat Pathak |Firgzabad BJP 46.06 268 and Bhadohi seats too by low
these seats, with the BSP com- managed to win the Kannauj 3 BIP ; margins of 30,354 votes, 35,749
ing 2nd in three of them, SPin _seat by defeating SP's Dimple | Bastl CHed 465 288 votes, 38,722 votes and 43,615
twoand RLDin one. Theywere  Yadav by a slender margin of | Sant Kabir Nagar  BJP 43.95 336 votes, respectively.
Baghpat, Firozabad, Basti, Sant 12,353 votes. This time, Pathak r(SC) BIP 39.28 397 ‘The BSP in this winning mar-
Kabir Nagar, Kaushambi and  faces Akhilesh Yadav in this SP Bhadohi BIP 49.45 42 gincategory won Shrawasti and
Bhadohi. Kannauj is the only d the may o - g by 5.320 votes and
constituency that saw lessthan  be even tighter than in 2019. Maneka Gandhi scraped son of Shivpal Yadav, and has 22,417 votes, respectively.

2% winning margin in both 2014
and 2019. The PC was won by SP
in 2014, with the BJP in 2nd
place, while the BJP managed to
come ahead in 2019 pushing SP

to 2nd.
Moreover, Kaushambi and
saw cl in both

there were 10 Yy
constituencies (PCs) with wafer-
thin winning margin less than

— -

Bast

2014 and 2019 with winning

margins between 2 and 5%. In
- &,

Union minister and BJP can-
didate Mahendra Nath Pandey
struggled to win the Chandauli
seat by 13,959 votes in a tough
contest with the SP's Sanjay
Singh Chauhan. Pandey faces
the challenge of making it a hat-
trick.

Sultanpur was another
fiercely contested seat where

through by 14,526 votes. She is
trying her luck from the same
seat for the second consecutive
term,

The BJP had secured victory
in Badaun, a traditional strong-
hold of the SP, by a margin of
18,454 votes, defeating SP's

Dharmendra Yadav. This time,-

the SP has fielded Aditya Yadav,
—— L -

made vigorous efforts to regain
not only Badaun, but also other
SP citadels like Kannauj, Firoza-
bad, and 5

Though the SP won Azam-
garh in 2019, the party lost it to
the BJP in a by-election in 2022
after Akhilesh Yadav vacated
the seat to retain the Karhal
assembly seat in Mainpuri,

-

In 2019, another 16 seats in
UP were won by a margin ran-
ging from just 5% to 10%. Of
these hard-fought seats, the BJP
succeeded in winning nine seats
- Banda, Amethi, Faizabad, Eta-
wah, Mohanlalganj, Kairana,
Sitapur, Barabanki and Misrikh.

BJP's Smriti Irani secured
victory in the Amethi seat,

2024.
-

d by wafer-thin rﬁargi ns in 2019 to watch out f(;;

defeating Congress’ Rahul Gan-
dhi by 55,120 votes. Similarly,
despite Faizabad's significance
for Hindutva, the BJP's win here
was with a margin of only
65,477 votes. The Apna Dal (S),
anally of BJP, clinched the Rob-
ertsganj seat with a margin of
54,336 votes.

Other seats won by 5%-10%
lead margins were Amroha, Bij-
nor, Jaunpur and Ambedkar
Nagar, all by the BSP while the
SP emerged as winner in
Moradabad and Mainpuri con-
stituencies. Even though SP
founder Mulayam Singh was
the candidate himself who was
supported by Mayawati's BSP,
the SP could save its bastion by
just 94,389 votes.

Like the BJP, the SP-Cong alli-
ance also faces an uphill task to
maintain its grip on seats won
by narrow margins, particularly
when the BSP is absent from the
coalition this time around.

In west UP, the BJP may ben-
efit from the inclusion of the
Rashtriya Lok Dal (RLD) in the
NDA, unlike in 2019, when the
RLD was part of the SP-BSP alli-
ance. Observing the outcomes
of the 32 seats won by a wafer-
thin to slim margins in 2019
promises to be intriguing in
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